Age 30]            The Campaign of Mysore                 [1799
his discretion, judgement, temper, and integrity, are such, that if you
had not placed him in Seringapatam, I would have done so of my own
authority, because I think him in every point of view the most proper
for that service.1
And so because two leaders were public spirited enough to
ignore calumny, Mysore became possessed of a Governor
under whom for six happy years she was to remain in a state
of unprecedented prosperity.
It is satisfactory to learn that the course of time softened
Baird's injured feelings and that later on he saw matters in
their right proportion, and all rancour towards Arthur
Wellesley disappeared.
It is the highest pride of my life [said he ten years later] that any
body should ever have dreamed of my being put in the balance with
him. His fame is now to me joy, and I may almost say glory, and
his kindness to me and mine has all along been most distinguished. I
know both him and myself now?
The Command of Seringapatam was of extreme importance,
the most important post at that particular time in all Mysore.
It required the brain of a statesman as well as a soldier. In
the hands of the Military Governor of Seringapatam lay the
peace and order of the province. The position was virtually
that of a Governor of a state, and in point of fact Colonel
Wellesley held his post under the Governor-General, com-
municating with him direct and not through the military
. board. His position in August of that same year (1799) was
further strengthened by his military appointment as Com-
mander of the Forces in Mysore.
Mysore was then in the throes of reconstruction, and it was
fortunate for the country that the right man appeared to take
die helm. A child of five sat on the throne (the representative
of the old Hindu dynasty, formerly deposed by Hyder All),
set up in the place of his fathers after the British victory.
This fact alone might have been productive of internal intrigue
and dissension, since the late Sultaun was a Mahommedan.
1 Lushmgton, pp. 437, 438.        2 Lady Shelley', Vol. II, p. 25.
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